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Extended Abstract

Problem Statement

The core problem addressed in this
research is the complex geopolitical and
security nexus between climate-induced
environmental degradation in Africa and
the resulting socio-political instability
within the European Union. Specifically,
the study investigates how migration
triggered by climate stressors—such as
prolonged droughts, flooding, and rising
temperatures—challenges the existing
political and security architecture of the
EU. The fundamental issue is the
“securitization” of migration. The
researchers examine why and how the EU
has increasingly reframed humanitarian
displacement as an existential security
threat, shifting away from rights-based
approaches toward containment and
border defense. This shift has significant
domestic consequences, fostering
political polarization and providing
momentum for right-wing political
agendas that oppose refugee admissions.
Consequently, the research problem lies
in the causality chain where distant
environmental crises in Africa directly
exacerbate internal security dilemmas and
political tensions in Europe. By analyzing
this through the Copenhagen School’s
framework, the study aims to highlight

the wurgent need for comprehensive

international cooperation to address root
climate causes rather than merely reacting
through securitized containment
strategies.

Research background

Existing scholarship on African climate
migration predominantly focuses on
localized economic, social, or domestic
displacement patterns. Sources such as
Mago et al. (2024) and the UNECA report
(2024) emphasize developmental and
livelihood vulnerabilities, while the
Friedrich Ebert Foundation (2023)
analyzes the issue primarily through a
human rights framework. Similarly,
studies by Owusu (2025) and Anaraki
(2024) are largely confined to internal
migration dynamics and national-level
impacts. Even research examining host
countries, such as Ochuche-Nje’s (2025)
case study on Italy, often overlooks the
broader macro-political and security
dimensions at the European Union
structural level. Despite this extensive
body of work, a significant theoretical gap
persists regarding the nexus between
environmental crises in Africa and their
subsequent political-security impacts on
the European Union. The innovation of
the present research lies in its cohesive
analytical framework, which utilizes the
Copenhagen  School’s  theory  to

deconstruct the “securitization” process.



This study demonstrates how the EU has
reframed climate-induced migration as an
“existential threat,” thereby shifting
policy from humanitarian concern toward
militarized border defense and right-wing
nationalist agendas. By synthesizing
climate science, migration studies, and
security theory, this research offers a
novel, comprehensive analysis of the
origin-destination link, addressing a
critical void in current academic
literature.

Research objective

The primary objective of this research is
to analyze the “securitization” of climate-
induced migration from Africa within the
framework of the Copenhagen School,
specifically examining its impacts on the
European Union’s political and security
structures. The study seeks to explain how
environmental crises in Africa trigger
large-scale migration and how these flows
are subsequently reframed in European
political discourse as an existential
security threat. Furthermore, it
investigates the transformation of EU
border management from humanitarian-
based approaches toward militarized,
defensive strategies. Additionally, this
research explores how this securitized
narrative fuels the rise of right-wing
parties and alters domestic asylum

policies. Ultimately, the study aims to

highlight the necessity of moving beyond
short-term security measures toward
comprehensive, long-term international
strategies that address the root climate
causes of migration.

Research Method

This study employs a descriptive—
analytical research method to examine the
relationship between climate change,
migration, and security implications for
the European Union. The analysis is
primarily based on qualitative data
collected from library sources, including
academic books, journal articles, and
scholarly publications. In addition,
credible online resources, reports from
international organizations, and relevant
digital databases are used to support and
update the research findings.

Report of Research Findings

The findings of this research demonstrate
that climate change is a critical driver of
forced migration from Africa to the
European Union, creating significant and
multifaceted security challenges.
Environmental degradation—manifesting
as prolonged droughts, extreme flooding,
desertification, and rising sea levels—has
severely compromised infrastructure,
agriculture, and water access across
various African regions. Consequently,
these environmental stressors have forced

vulnerable populations to abandon their



livelihoods, resulting in significant
migratory movements toward Europe. A
primary finding of this study is the
securitization of migration within the
European Union, a trend that has
accelerated significantly since the 2015
refugee crisis. The research highlights
how the EU has increasingly framed these
migration flows not as humanitarian
imperatives, but as threats to internal and
external  security. This securitized
discourse has led to a comprehensive
redefinition of asylum policies and a
heavy emphasis on border management.
Specifically, the study points to the
central Mediterranean route as the most
critical entry path, where increased
migratory pressure has inadvertently
fueled the growth of human trafficking
networks and heightened border security
concerns. Furthermore, the internal
political consequences of this migration
are profound. The article argues that the
influx of migrants has significantly
influenced the domestic political
landscape of EU member states. This has
provided a potent platform for right-wing
political ~movements, which have
effectively leveraged anti-immigration
sentiments to challenge established
governance. By prioritizing national
security and border control, these political

entities have shifted the broader discourse

surrounding migration, making it a
central point of political
contention.Applying  the theoretical
framework of the Copenhagen School of
Security Studies, this research confirms
that migration from Africa has been
effectively constructed as a security issue.
The nexus between climate change-
induced displacement and European
political stability reveals a complex chain
of causality: environmental pressures in
Africa generate migration, which then
triggers a security-driven reaction in the
EU. This reaction, in turn, exacerbates
political polarization and shifts the
legislative focus toward containment.
Ultimately, the study underscores that
climate change acts as a force multiplier,
transforming distant environmental crises
into immediate domestic and
international security dilemmas for the
European Union.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this study demonstrates
that climate change serves as a critical
catalyst for forced migration from Africa,
presenting profound security challenges
for the European Union. By applying the
Copenhagen School’s framework, the
research reveals that the EU has
increasingly “securitized” these migration
flows, shifting the discourse from

humanitarian relief to border defense and



national security. This trend has not only
strained asylum and immigration systems
but has also fundamentally altered
domestic politics, strengthening anti-
immigration sentiments and right-wing
political agendas. Ultimately, the article
underscores that environmental
degradation in Africa is inextricably

linked to European political instability.

Addressing this complex phenomenon

requires a move beyond purely
securitized responses toward
comprehensive, long-term strategies that
mitigate the root causes of climate-

induced displacement.

Keywords: Climate Change, Climate
Migration,  Securitization, European

Union (EU), Africa
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